Heroin addiction and renal disease.
In this paper, renal involvement secondary to other medical complications of heroin addiction is discussed. We review 12 published studies totalling 102 heroin addicts with renal disease. Of these, in only 40 patients could other discernible causes of renal disease be excluded. The existence of 40 reported cases of renal disease from a population of more than half a million is insufficient data upon which to postulate the existence of a type of renal disease unique to heroin addicts.